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 In the Spirit 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                A Season for Everything 

The first church I served was in the vacation community of Cheboygan, MI.  As 
the entrance to the “Inland Waterways”, a stretch of 40 miles of lakes and rivers 
for boating, tubing, and canoeing, and only 20 miles from Mackinac City and 
Island, Cheboygan was flooded with tourists (we called them “fudgies” for the 
Mackinac Island Fudge they all bought) from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  The 
rest of the year, the town felt dead with only about 5000 people.  We also had a 
significant “Snowbird” population, people who summered with us and were 
involved in the church, but wintered elsewhere. 

As pastor, my job was to help them grow in their faith, but pastors cannot grow 
their faith for them, so we encouraged them to take their own spiritual growth 
seriously.  Yet through the school year, the response was, “There really aren’t 
many people around right now.  When the summer folk come, then we can really 
step it up.”  And when the summer folk came, along with the Fudgies, the 
response was, “We are so busy with work that we don’t have time.  In the fall 
when the season dies down we’ll have time to really step it up.”  This cycle of 
constantly postponed spiritual growth was habitual for them.  And unfortunately, 
it often is for us as well. 

Libertyville is not a vacation spot, but we often have our own excuses for why 
we are waiting to really step up our spiritual growth.  “I’ll wait until my kids 
grow up; it’s all about them right now.”  “Work keeps me so busy, I’ll spend my 
retirement really growing.”  “The pandemic has wiped us out and we don’t have 
the energy right now.”  Travel, work, and lack of resources… it seems the 
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excuses for slacking on our Spiritual Training are as various as our excuses for slacking on our Physical 
Training. 

Solomon wrote, “There is a season for every activity under the heavens.”  I believe the season for working on 
our spiritual growth comes every day.  Yes, rest and self-care are vitally important, but those are not opposite of 
our spiritual growth – they are a part of it.  What if this summer, as you looked for opportunities to rest, you 
simultaneously stepped up your spiritual growth a bit?  What if instead of the fluffy summer read this year, you 
grabbed a spiritual growth book?  We have many suggestions depending on what you’re looking for.  What if 
for the summer, you spent a few hours on a Saturday morning helping move furniture with Love INC?  We 
have light furniture and even jobs for those who can’t lift anything.  What if you took the summer and 
memorized the current directory so you knew everyone in church by name?  Or better yet, invite a church 
family over or out for a meal each week?  Or better yet, a neighbor or co-worker and share your life story – 
especially the Jesus parts – over the meal? 

There are lots of ways to step up your own spiritual growth.  And we need to grow in every season (check out 
Mark 11:12-20 to see what Jesus thinks of a fruitless season!)  So, let’s find ways this summer to focus on our 
spiritual growth together, and just see what God does in your life. 

 
This summer, with more time and a more leisurely schedule, it’s the perfect season to 
work on our Spiritual Growth. Jesus has a lot to teach us about this, and Matthew’s 
gospel is a great place to find it. So, bring a friend and join us for worship every 
Sunday at 9:30am in the sanctuary or on our YouTube channel. 
 

 

June 4 Plans Matt. 28:16-20 

June 11 Faith Like Potatoes Matt. 9:9-13, 18-26 

June 18 Just Like Jesus Matt. 9:35-10:23 

June 25 Cost/Benefit Analysis Matt. 10:24-39 

July 2 Jenette Mottl Preaching Matt. 10:40-42 

July 9 Guest Preacher Matt. 11:16-19, 25-30 

July 16 Seeds Matt. 13:1-9, 18-23 

July 23 Weeds Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43 

July 30 Karl & Sue Peterson Missionary Visit Weekend 

 

June and July Worship  
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Our next book will be The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See.  
 
Explores the lives of a Chinese mother and her daughter, who has been adopted by an American 
couple, tracing the very different cultural factors that compel them to consume a rare 
native tea that has shaped their family's destiny for generations. 
 
Our next discussion will be on Friday, June 2, at 7:00 pm. All are welcome for a good discussion 

and plenty of laughter! Questions? Contact Caren Vollrath carenvollrath@gmail.com 224-637-4422 
 
 

Immerse “Kingdoms” Wrap-up 

We have now finished our third Immerse Bible Reading 
Experience!  We began in 2021 with, appropriately, 
“Beginnings” and read the first five books of the bible 
together.  In 2022, we jumped to the New Testament and read, 
well, all of it in “Messiah”.  Now in 2023, we’ve finished the 
histories from the Old Testament, “Kingdoms”.  And with 
that, we are half way through reading the whole bible together 

as a church.  The remaining studies include “Poetry” looking at Job, the Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
Lamentations, and Song of Solomon, “Chronicles” looking at Chronicles 1 & 2, Ezra, Nehemiah, Daniel and 
Esther, and “Prophets” dealing with all of the Major and Minor prophets.  Which will we read next year?  Stay 
tuned! 

As we reflect back on all we’ve read and studied since we began in February, one thing becomes clear – we 
desperately need a Savior.  Left to our own will, we always tend toward power differentials, war, violence… in 
a word, sin.  We turn away from God in a heartbeat, and need to constantly be wooed back into relationship.  
Through the violence and evil of our spiritual history, we see over and over again our desperate need for a 
Savior.  And so having read this together, we are even more keenly aware of the power, importance, and gift of 
grace that is Jesus Christ.  All the bloodshed, then and now, is forgiven and redeemed.  Our history becomes not 
a tale of woe but a constant reminder of God’s faithfulness and goodness to us. 

I hope you’ve been reading, and coming together in one of our 7 small groups.  For this summer, two of those 
groups continue, though focused on different books – Immerse is just for the Springtime.  If you’re interested in 
continuing your journey in a small group, both are open to new members, so contact Pastor Steve or the church 
office for information. 

        
 

mailto:carenvollrath@gmail.com
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Upcoming Dates and Events 

 
Memorial Service for Marcia and Jerry Junas 

In the past few months, we have had to say goodbye to both of our dear friends Marcia and 
Jerry Junas.  We will be joining in worship and celebrating their lives in a joint Memorial 
Service at Libertyville Covenant Church on June 3 at 11am.  Immediately following the 
service, we will move to the Columbarium for their inurnment and then to the basement for 
a lunch together.  All are invited to join us as we remember Jerry and Marcia together. 

 
 

Graduation Sunday, June 4th   Congratulations to our upcoming graduates!!  It is an 
exciting time whether you’re graduating from high school or college.  Check out their 
accomplishments and next steps under Youth Ministries. 

 
 
Nauman Bridal Shower 
Mirielle Nauman’s Bridal Shower will be held Saturday, June 10th from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Please contact Darilyn Anderson or Caren Vollrath for more information. 
 

 
 

Our next Jill’s House weekend is June 9-11.   Hurray for summer!  Covenant Harbor is 
always a special place to be in the summer – it is humming with kids and activities.  And 
helping the Jill’s House kids experience the thrill of camp is a memorable gift – for the 
child, the family, and for you!!  If you can make it that weekend, please let Kansas Dave 
Anderson know as soon as possible so Kelly and Cherith can coordinate schedules! 
 
 

 
FMSC Packing Event, June 23rd, 4:30 p.m. 
EST is hosting a packing event on Friday , June 23rd, beginning at 4:30 p.m.  After 
the event, everyone is invited back to LCC for a potluck dinner. 
  
 

Children’s Ministry invites all kids to Castle Park in Vernon Hills a Saturday, TBD.  We 
will meet at 11:00 a.m. 299 Onwentsia Rd., Vernon Hills 
 



5 
 

LCC Women and Girls: Save the Date 

You are invited to join us for a Summer Social from 10 a.m. to 12, July 13th. 
Enjoy a continental breakfast and hear from our own Terri Collins, who will 
share her story as part of a Christian family living life in the Navy.  Bring a 
friend along to this morning of fellowship, and perhaps even come to know 
one another’s faith journeys better. Look for a sign up sheet coming shortly. 

 
Children’s Ministry invites all kids to The Freeze on July 16th, Sunday.  We 
will meet at 2:00 p.m. for ice cream and fellowship. 131 Hawley Street in 
Grayslake. 
 

 

District-Wide  
Potluck and Praise! 

 

On Sunday, July 23, we are gathering 7+ Covenant churches for an afternoon of food, games, and worship.  We 
gather at noon on the Hill at Libertyville Covenant Church for a potluck lunch complete with lawn games, a 
playset, and music.  Then at 2pm we will Worship on the Hill with the Worship Team from New Life Covenant 
in Palatine and with guest speaker Pastor Danny Martinez. 

Given the divisions in our culture, it is vitally important for us to gather as Covenanters to build community 
between churches and people.  So join us for this important day of worship, fellowship, and food. 

When: Sunday, July 23 at noon 

Where:  The Hill behind Libertyville Covenant Church 

Please contact us at office@libcov.org with questions and we look forward to seeing you all in July! 

 
Church Membership Class – October 15th After Church 
 If you’re interested in exploring Church membership at Libertyville Covenant Church, please save the date for 
our afternoon information session. Lunch will be served. Following the class, the Deacons will make 
arrangements to follow up with materials and review the process for joining our congregation. In the meantime, 
if you have questions, contact Wes Lindahl, Deacon Chair, at wlindahl@northpark.edu or 847-680-1018. 

August 18th through the 20th Save the Date!! All Church Retreat 
 

mailto:office@libcov.org
mailto:wlindahl@northpark.edu
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Beginning on May 28, we will be transitioning from a Children's Church 
model where our children leave us for half of our worship service to an 
intergenerational model where they stay with us and are actively included in 
our weekly worship.  During the second half of the service, our children will 
be invited to the PrayGround, an area of the sanctuary designated for them 
with Shepherds to oversee them and activities to do that will be part of the 
sermon.  We have seen this model at our All-Church Retreats the last few 
years as well as immediately post-COVID in our own worship services. See 
letter for more details. 

 

Congratulations to our Confirmands: Marleigh, Otto and Saly!! 

Children‛s Ministries 
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Hi Church! 
I’m so excited to work with the middle school and high school students this summer while 
Pastor Paul is on sabbatical! So you can get them on your calendars, here are the dates, 
times, and events for both groups! Please note that all of these things are subject to change 
due to weather and student availability.  Jeannette Mottl 
 

Junior High Summer Programming 

 
Summer Event Schedule:   June 14th: 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Water Games and Ice Cream 

July 19th  : 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Bowling 
August 8th: 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Family Night! (bonfire, lawn games, snacks, etc) 

Time and dates are subject to weather and student participation.   
   

Senior High Summer Programming 
 
Summer Event Schedule:   June 21st   6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Make Your Own Pizzas and Game Night 

July 26th : TBD, Beach Day 
August 11th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Collab with North Park Covenant 

Time and dates are subject to weather and student participation.  Stay tuned for more information. 
  

 
 
 

Youth Ministries  
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Congratulations to All of Our Graduates!! 
High School: 

Luke Anderson will be graduating from Grayslake North and attending Valparaiso University in the fall to 
study meteorology and music.  He is also working at Covenant Harbor as an overnight counselor this summer. 
 
Anja Beckstrom is graduating from Stevenson high school and will be pursuing her studies in Pre-Med at Ohio 
University.  
 
Griffin Johnson is graduating from Libertyville High School.  He is undecided on college and will be studying 
Business. 
 
Hali Lichter will be graduating from Libertyville High School and will be attending Marquette University for 
Nursing in the fall.  
 
Drake Runyon will be graduating from Grayslake North and attending College of Lake County. 
 
Ryan Tanzer is graduating from Libertyville High School and heading to Michigan State to study engineering. 
 
College: 
Lily Dahlberg is graduating with honors from North Park University with a Bachelor of Science in business 
and economics with a concentration in accounting. She is planning to move to the Atlanta area this summer and 
looking for a job in accounting. 
 
Rachel Larson graduated from the University of Cincinnati's College Conservatory of Music (CCM) with a 
BFA in Acting.  She is working on her certification in Intimacy Directing and Consent Training and continuing 
her studies in Stage Combat. 
 
Advanced Degrees: 
Mirielle Nauman graduated in December 2022 with a PhD. in Pharmocognsy from UIC College of Pharmacy. 
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Giving through April 2023 
 

 

 
Actual expenses for the year are $22k under budget and Giving is $32.5K under budget through April, leaving 
us with a shortfall of $10,500.  Just a reminder that our new budget plan is 5.6% higher than last year.  If you 
were giving $100/week last year, are you able to give $105.60 per week now? Or if $500, can you increase to 
$528?  Many hands make light lifting! 
 

ONLINE GIVING PORTAL: To give online, simply to go the LCC website (www.libcov.org) 
and click the “give” on the menu.  Thank you for your ongoing support.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
EXPENSES VS. BUDGET     
Budgeted Expenses    $       191,862  
Actual Expenses             169,955  
Cost Savings / (Overrun)               21,907  
      
INCOME VS. BUDGET     
Regular Giving             159,287  
Special Income                       56  
Total Income             159,343  
Budgeted Giving             191,862  
Giving Excess / (Shortfall)              (32,519) 
      
INCOME VS. EXPENSES     
Actual Income             159,343  
Actual Expenses             169,955  
Operating Surplus / (Deficit)    $       (10,612) 

LINK to online giving   
Checks mailed to the church will also be received and processed on a regular basis. If 
you have questions, contact John Bethancourt, jbcovenant@gmail.com or 
847/837-1690 

http://www.libcov.org/
https://www.covchurchgiving.com/c-125-libertyville-covenant-church-libertyville-il.aspx
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The Leadership Team thanks you all for your continued 
generous support of the ministries of LCC.  We thank God 
for you and His good work that can be accomplished 
through your faithfulness. If you have any questions or 
concerns regarding our finances, please contact our 
Treasurer, “Kansas” Dave Anderson at 847-910-1696 or 
danderson@proactiongroup.com.  

Thanks, Dave for your work on our behalf!  

LCC  LEADERSHIP 

Please pray for the church  

LEADERSHIP TEAM, COUNCIL & STAFF 

Contact them if you have questions, ideas or 
would like to get involved in a particular 

ministry. 

STAFF: 
Pastor: Steve Larson (815/508-4450) 
Associate Pastor to Youth:  
 Paul Couleur (847/331-3640) 
Pastor to Senior Adults: 
 Bruce Thorson (847/421-2732) 
Office Administrator: Debbie Tometz 
Choir Director:  Kris Nikkel  
Worship Leader: Jeanette Mottl 
Tech Coordinator:  Noah James 
Organist:  Su-Yi Su 
 
LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Church Council Chair: 
 Caren Vollrath 
Church Council Vice Chair: 
 Dave Anderson 
Church Council Secretary: 
 Karen Lundstedt  
Treasurer: 
 Dave L. Anderson  
LT Members at Large: 
 Julie Dahlberg 
 Dennis Dieball 
 Owen Youngman  
Financial Secretary: 
 John Bethancourt  
Christian Education and Discipleship (CED) 
 Angela Kocinski/Ann Frost 
Deacon Team:  
 Wes Lindahl  
Evangelism & Service Team: 
 Teresa Anderson  
Worship Ministry Team: 
 Trevor James  
Finance & Properties Team: 
 Kerry Monson  

mailto:danderson@proactiongroup.com
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Date Coffee Hour Nursery Lay Reader Greeters Ushers 

6/4 Al and Carol 
Nielson 

Caren Vollrath Karen Hinz Paul/Kristin 
Hawkinson 

Bob Peterson and 
Lee Vollrath 

6/11  Christy James Jim Pas Brian/Cindy 
Johnson 

Same 

6/18  Nancy Borkman Luke Anderson Dave/Karen Hinz Same 

6/25 Carol and Dennis 
Dieball 

Kirsten Peterson and 
Karin Hildebrandt 

Marleigh Schau Joshua/Rachel 
Hickok 

Same 

      

 Coffee Hour  Lay Reader Greeters Ushers 
7/2  Ellen Hall Sophia Pas Wes/Deb Lindahl Bill (Marti) 

Anderson and Jim 
Krueger 

7/9  Ann Frost Maggie 
Johnson 

Paul/Karin 
Lundstedt 

Same 

7/16  Nancy Borkman Paul 
Hawkinson 

Trevor/Christy 
James 

Same 

7/23   Sharon Johnson Kristy Miller and 
Ellen Hall 

Same 

7/30   Kirsten Peterson and  
Karin Hildebrandt 

Kirk Johnson  Kerry/Brenda 
Monson 

 Same 

 

 
 

June and July Volunteer Schedule 
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June Birthdays Anniversaries 

6/2 Isaac Larson 6/22 Carolyn Dallas, Jenna 
Glader, Maren Palmberg 

6/7 John & Suzy Nelson 

6/3 Noah James, Bruce Thorson, 
Claudia Nauman 

6/25 Bob Hartnett 6/13 Scott & Teresa Anderson 
Pat & Joan Groody 

6/5 David Oppedahl 6/27 Ken Greenfield 6/18 David & Marie Oppedahl 
Eric & Jessica Sawyer 

6/6 Lori Hartnett 6/28 Nate Schau 6/19 Paul & Karin Lundstedt 
6/7 Hali Lichter 6/29 Dan Frost, Lars 

Palmberg 
6/20 Trevor & Christy James 

6/9 Stevie Schau  6/23 Joe & Andra Dalton 
6/12 Kevin Nikkel, Colleen Sparks  6/24 Bill & Marti Anderson 
6/13 Eric Sawyer  6/26 John & Kristen Bethancourt 
6/15 Sophia Pas  6/28 Vern & Maggie Johnson 
6/20 Barb Anderson  6/29 Scott & Julie Dahlberg 

 

 
 

July Birthdays Anniversaries 

7/1 Rachel Larson 7/16 Luke, Nathan & 
Elizabeth Dallas 

7/3 Dieter & Karin Hildebrandt 

7/3 Marilyn Cholewin 7/18 Tom Borkman 7/4 Tom & Nancy Borkman 
7/4 Kajsa Palmberg 7/19 Marie Oppedahl, 

Haniel Gaiya 
7/10 Ken & Larissa Greenfield 

7/6 Andrea Reynolds 7/23 Nancy Borkman 7/16 Craig & Jackie Splinter 
7/12 Wes Lindahl 7/25 Gavin Johnson 7/19 Joshua & Rachel Hickok 
7/14 Merileen Thorson 7/27 Roger Clausen 7/21 Chris & Britta Cochran 
7/15 Bill Glader, Dieter Hildebrandt 7/29 Valerie Makkai 7/24 Ben & Christy Beckstrom 
   

Birthdays/Anniversaries 



15 
 

June 
2023 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 
     

 

 

7:00pm Ping Pong 

7:00  Small Group 

 

 

 

7:00 Book Group 

 

 

 

 

   
 

8:00 Furniture 
Ministry 

11:00 Junas 
Memorial Service 
and Luncheon 

Graduation 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
9:30 am Worship  

 

 

6 pm Small Group 

 

    

   

 

 

7 p.m Small Group 

Jill’s House 
Weekend 

Jill’s House 
Weekend 

10:00 Mirielle’s 
shower 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
9:30 am Worship  

 

 

6 pm Small Group 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

6 pm Jr. High Event 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

4 pm Leadership 

7 pm Ping Pong 

7 pm Small Group 

 9 am Council 
Retreat 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
9:30 am Worship  

 

 

 

 

6 pm Small Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 pm Sr. High Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 pm Small Group 

 

 

 

 

 

4:3o pm.. FNSC 

 

 

  

25 26 27 28 29 30  
9:30 am Worship  

 

 

6 pm Small Group 

 

ECC Annual Mtg 

 

7 pm Deacons 

7 pm CED Zoom 

ECC Annual Mtg ECC Annual Mtg 

 

 

7 pm Ping Pong 

7 pm Small Group 

ECC Annual Mtg  
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July 
2023 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
      ECC Annual Mtg. 

8 am Furniture 
Ministry 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
ECC Annual Mtg 

9:30 Worship 

 OFFICE CLOSED   
 

7 pm Ping Pong 

7 pm Small Group 

  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
9:30 Worship  

 

 

6 pm Small Group 

 

 

 

6:30 WMT Mtg. 

 10:00 Women’s 
Social 

 

 

7 pm Small Group 

  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 

9:30 Worship 

 

2:00 pm Ice Cream 
outing with CM 

 

 

 

 

6 pm Small Group 

  

 

 

6 pm Jr. High Event 

 

 

4:00 Leadership  

7 pm Ping Pong 

7 pm Small Group 

  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
9:30 Worship 

 

 

12:00 District Wide 
Picnic/Worship 

 

 

 

 

6 pm Small Group 

 

 

 

7 pm Deacons 

7 pm CED Zoom 

 

 

 

 

6 pm Sr. High Event 

 

 

 

 

7 pm Small Group 

 Peterson 
Missionaries 

30 31      
9:30 Worship 
Peterson Mission 

 

 

 

 

6 pm Small Group 
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Summer Recurring Weekly Events 

Sunday  9:30 a.m. Worship 

Monday 6:00 p.m. Monday Night Small Group 

Tuesday 7:00 p.m.2nd WMT 

4th Deacon Mtg /4th CED Mtg. Zoom 

Thursday 4:00 p.m. 3rd Leadership Mtg.,  

7:00 p.m. Thursday Night Small Group 

 1st /3rd /5th 7:00 p.m. Men’s Ping Pong 

Saturday 8:00 a.m. Furniture Ministry 

 
June Events 
2nd Book Group, 7:00 p.m. 
9th-11th Jill’s House Weekend 
14th Jr. High Event, 6:00 p.m. 
17th Leadership and Council Retreat, 9:00 a.m. 
21st Sr. High Event, 6:00 p.m. 
23rd FMSC Packing Event, 4:30 p.m 

27th- July 3rd ECC Annual Meeting 
 
July Events 
4th Office Closed 
13th Women’s Social, 10:00 a.m. 
16th Children’s Ministry, The Freeze, 2:00 p.m. 
19th Jr. High Event, 6:00 p.m. 
23rd District Wide Worship Service and Picnic, 12:00 noon 
26th Sr. High Event, TBD 
29th -30th Peterson Missionary Visit 
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NOTES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Libertyville Covenant Church 

250 S. St. Mary‛s Road, Libertyville, Illinois 60048 
Pastor: Steve Larson Church phone: 847/362-3308 www.libcov.org 

 


